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‘IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
1931 
The Program Committee has done 
much corresponding and hopes to be 
able to present a program which will be 
suggestive and profitable for all inter- 
ested in library work. 
The following tentative program has 
been outlined : 
Tuesday Morning 
Registration 
Tuesday Afternoon 
Words of Welcome 
Response 


The Autumn Books 
Children’s Books 


Tea 
Tuesday Evening 

Five Years of European Library Experience 
—Milton E. Lord, Director University 
Libraries, Iowa City. 

Reception in Crystal Room of Montrose Ho- 
tel. Light refreshments, courtesy of 
local libraries. Possibly music. 


Wednesday Morning 
A County Library in Indiana—Lelia 8S. Wil- 


son 
Report of Black Hawk County Library 
wemonstration—Mary F. Parmelee 
Reports of Page County and Hardin County 
Library Service by representatives of the 
two counties 
Address 
Wednesday Afternoon 
Address—China—Johnson Brigham 
Round Tables: 


Children ’s—Laura 
Chairman 


MeRill, 


Small Libraries—Golda Ausbury, Nevada, 


Chairman 
Large Libraries—Mrs. 
Burlington, Chairman 


School Libraries— Nelle Martin, Cedar 
Rapids, Chairman 
College and Reference Libraries—Betty 


Pritchett, Cedar Rapids, Chairman 
Trustees—Mrs. T. G. White, 
Chairman 
Tea 
Wednesday Evening 


Dinner in Crystal Room of Montrose Hotel. 


Musie by string trio 
Address—Outstanding Speaker 


Thursday 


Annual Report—J. Sidney Johnson, President 


Business Meeting 


Address on Some Phase of Adult Education 
—Mr. Drury, or a speaker sent by the 


A. L. A. 
Thursday Afternoon 
Sight-seeing trip about the city 
Visit to Quaker Oats plant 


Marshalltown, 


Cora P. Millard, 


Humboldt, 


District Meetings, 1931 
The figures for the district meeti 
of this year show the largest attendanee 
ever, the total including local people be. 
ing 527 against 387 of last year, and 
even without the local attendance, giy. 
ing a total of 381. 


Good roads and good weather, with a 


growing habit of attendance on the part 
of trustees, are probably responsible for 
this increase. The figures this year show 
183 librarians, and 150 trustees p 

and 141 libraries respresented. In some 
meetings the number of trustees exceed- 
ed that of librarians. 

And the trustees were not slow in 
taking part in the discussions, at one 
meeting several seeking the privilege of 
the floor at the same time, which is as 
it should be and shows that the subjects 
discussed were of interest and deemed 
of importance. 

The diseussion of the first topie, “Li. 
brary membership in book clubs’’ did 
not indicate a large membership in the 
state on the part of those present. Some 
libraries had just taken out memberships 
and were unable to speak from experi- 
ence. 

More reported memberships disecon- 
tinued because they were unsatisfactory, 
the principal reason being that too many 
of the books did not seem useful in the 
library and this reduced the discount, 
which is the principal argument for 
membership. 

It will be conceded without question 
that librarians and book committes 
know better how to select books for their 
own communities than any outside 
agency, especially with no children’s & 
brarian on its board. 

No library can afford to buy books to 
stand on its shelves, no matter how good 
the books ‘may be, and, most important 
of all, libraries need replacements @ 
their juvenile collections much mor 
than new titles, few of which equal 
value the older books for chi 
reading. A book club membership leaves 
too little for replacements in & 
library. The case with a large library 
ig a little different. 

In several cases the roll call was placed 
before the subject of library 
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ships and interlibrary loans as it corre- 
lated with those subjects and the two 
lead to the subject of county libraries. 

The roll call revealed no uniform 
course on the part of libraries in the 
charge to outside borrowers, some charg- 
ing $1.00 and some $2.00 per year, some 
selling only a year’s card, and others 
a card for six or even three months. The 
loaning free or otherwise to outside 
pupils in town schools also varied. It 
was decided that the ideal plan was the 
payment of a fee for this use by the 
school board, but in very rare cases is 
this done. 

In the discussion of paid member- 
ships in larger libraries from communi- 
ties with libraries it was decided to be 
perfectly ethical to receive such a fee 
if the books or material were first sought 
for at the local library. The practice 
of interlibrary loans was also encour- 
aged. 

The recognition of a local library card 
in all libraries of the state was urged 
by Miss Barrette at the Mason City 
meeting but was not discussed there or 
brought up elsewhere. 

The county library question always 


provided interesting discussions and re- 
ports in all districts indicated an in- 
creased interest, which is most encour- 
aging. 

The book talks as ever were a part of 


the programs greatly enjoyed. At Des 
Moines and Carroll Charles H. Brown 
and three of his staff from the State 
College Library put on an ‘‘Open Book 
Forum’’ which was a change from the 
usual talks and pleased those present. 

The extra work necessary to prepare 
such talks on the part of those taking 
part at these meetings was appreciated 
by those who listened. 

Instead of the formal speakers on the 
programs for the past two years, Mary 
F. Parmelee, County Librarian of Black 
Hawk County, talked at each meeting 
giving experiences and details connected 
with county library work, which were 
not only interesting but cleared up 
questions in the minds of many trustees 
present. 

At Corning, at the request of those 
who heard her last year at Clarinda, 


Mrs. Towner gave a talk on some of the 
Porto Rican libraries, which was greatly 
enjoyed by those present. 

At the Corning meeting the presence 
of the trustees from the libraries of 
Clarinda and Shenandoah and Mr. 
Stipe’s description of the county library 
work in Page County were inspiring and 
encouraging. 

At Waterloo the following program 
was put on in the afternoon by the 
representatives of Black Hawk County: 
‘*‘Do the Farm People Want to Read?’’— 

Mrs. A. R. Cornelius, Orange Township. 

‘*Our Library Club’’—Grace Corson, Water- 
loo Township, No. 3. 

‘*What the County Library Means to a One- 
room School’’—Mrs. Avonelle Pilipeehuk, 
teacher, East Waterloo Township. 

Review of ‘‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’’ 
—Arlene Windburn, Washburn, Iowa. 

‘*The County Library for the Small Town’’ 
—Mrs. Arthur Evans, Hudson, Iowa. 

‘*The Books We Have Read’’—Roger Ganski, 
Dale Saunders, East Waterloo Township, 
No. 5. 

The list of 68 books read since last 
September by Roger Ganski, 8A, will 
be included in this number of the Quar- 
terly if space permits. 

Mr. A. E. Jewett, County Superin- 
tendent, being called on by the chair- 
man, spoke of the value of the county 
library books in the schools and of his 
desire that the service be continued. 


In place of Miss Parmelee’s talk at 
this meeting, Miss Lelia S. Wilson, Li- 
brarian of the Traveling Library and 
formerly County Librarian at Evans- 
ville, Indiana, gave her experiences in 
connection with that work and made 
more clear to those present what a coun- 
ty library really is—not a building but 
a system of book distribution. 

The arrangements for luncheon at all 
places were very agreeable. This year, 
at the suggestion of the Executive 
Board, no entertainment was given but 
those in attendance paid for their 
lunches, a custom which should prevail 
in the years to come. 


At several places tea was served after 
the adjournment of the afternoon ses- 
sion, and at Carroll a visit to the Grotto 
and coffee served by St. Angela’s Acad- 
emy took the place of a tea. 

The attendance and interest this year 
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would incline the Secretary of the Iowa 
Library Commission to agree with what 
was frequently heard, ‘‘This has been 
the best district meeting we ever at- 
tended.”’ 3 
The following chairmen were nomi- 
nated to serve the coming year, subject 
to confirmation by the Executive Board : 
Central—Mary E. McCoy, Indianola. 
Southwest—Clarice J. Baird, Osceola. 
Middlewest—Mrs. Gertrude Nelson, Audu- 


bon. 
North Central—Mary E. Kingsbury, Hamp- 


ton. 
Northwest—Elizabeth Walpole, Storm Lake. 
Middle-east—Helen Morse, Maquoketa. 
Southeast—Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, Bur- 
lington. 


Conference for Library Workers 


The dates of the librarian’s confer- 
ence, to be held in connection with the 
Iowa Summer Library School, will be 
July 10th and 11th, beginning Friday 
afternoon and closing Saturday noon. 

The program this year will have the 
single topic, ‘‘The Stimulation of the 
Use of Books,’’ divided, to deal first 
with the problem from the point of view 
of children’s reading and school librar- 
ies, second, the problem of the reading 
of students, particularly in the junior 
college, college, and university. The 
third part will deal with the reading 
of adults and the problem in general. 
Speakers cannot yet be announced. 

Milton E. Lord, Director of Univer- 
sity Libraries, writes, ‘‘If all goes well 
Mrs. Lord and I hope to entertain the 
members of the conference at a buffet 
supper out of doors at our country 
place, four miles outside of Iowa City, 
to be followed possibly by an informal 
talk by some outstanding person of lit- 
erary or other qualifications.’’ 

This program should certainly attract 
a large attendance and the announce- 
ment is sufficiently in advance to allow 
time for definite planning on the part 
of librarians and trustees. We hope, 
that, like the District Meetings this year, 
the attendance may be the largest and 
the conference the best ever held. 


Black Hawk County 


The community stations will be con- 
tinued during the summer and their col- 








lections will be increased by 
many juvenile books as well as adult 
The plan is to have at least one com. 
munity station in every township. Some 
of the townships already have two. The 
book wagon will visit several communi. 
ties at certain times on certain 
and books will be checked out direetly 
from the car. 


The Farm Bureau women are request. 
ing, for summer reading, the books on 
the list for their Reading Project for 
next year while some of the 4-H Clubs 
of the Farm Bureau are sponsoring sta- 
tions and providing books for their own 
communities during vacation. 


E. P. Dutton & Company have just 
presented the County Library with 
twenty books. 


County Library Essay Contest 

The essay contest sponsored by the 
Publicity Committee of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association among the schools of 
the state on the subject, ‘*What a 
County Library would mean to me and 
my family,’’ was reported to the i 
brarians by Miss Story through a cir 
cular letter, and good newspaper pub- 
licity was given to essays and winners 
in local papers. 

In the high school group Ia Veber of 
Jasper County. won first place and re 
ceived the following books for he 
school : 

‘*Captains courageous,’’ ‘‘D 
of the Samurai,’’ ‘‘ Winged horse,” “0 
Pioneers,’’ ‘‘My garden of memory,” 
‘*Raiders of the deep,’’ ‘‘A boy seout 
with Byrd,’’ ‘‘The Hawkeye,” ‘A lar 
tern in her hand,’’ and ‘‘ Huckleberry 
Finn.’’ 

Catherine Clemen of Holy Cross High 
School, Dubuque County, won 
prize and her school received the sam 
list of books with the omission of “Tit 
winged horse’’ and ‘‘The Hawkeye.” 

The third place was divided betwee 
five and each received for his 
‘“The Three Musketeers’’ in the 
house Classics. 

The winner of the first place in 
grades was Doyle Carroll of Monom 
County and Helen Primus of Hardin 
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County won second place. The first 
rize list of books was: 

“Blacksmith of Vilno,’’ ‘‘Spice and 
the devil’s cave,’’ ‘‘Hitty,’’ ‘‘A boy 
gout with Byrd,’’ ‘‘The jumping-off 
place,’ ‘‘ Trade wind,”’ ‘* Courageous 
companions, ’? **Powder dock mystery, 

“Prince Jan,’’ and ‘‘ Daniel Boone,’ 
by S. E. White. The second prize list 
included ‘‘ Jinx ship,’’ “Daniel Boone,”’ 
“Powder dock mystery,’’ ‘‘Girl in 
white armor,’’ ‘‘ Trumpeter of Krakow,’’ 
“Hitty,’’ “‘A boy seout with Byrd,’’ 
and ‘‘The jumping-off place.”’ 

Only sixteen counties took part but 
thirty-nine essays were submitted, as 
some counties sent in more than the best 
two. 

The winning essays and others were 
printed in their respective county pa- 
pers and in several cases public libraries 
granted library membership cards to 
each participant in the contest in the 
county. 

Space does not permit the publication 
of any of the essays. 

The Iowa Federation of Women’s 
Clubs has sent a contributing member- 
ship of $25.00 to the American Library 
Association. 


Libraries at the Meeting of the Iowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs 


The Library Breakfast at the Bien- 
nial meeting of the Women’s Clubs has 
come to be recognized as an established 
part of the program. 

The Breakfast this year was held on 
Friday morning, May 22nd, at Binford 
House, the new home of the Marshall- 
town Woman’s Club. 

As is generally the case, the attend- 
ance exceeded the reservations, 40 hav- 
ing secured tickets and 60 arriving. 

Dr. Cora Williams Choate, president 
of the Marshalltown Library board, who 
was in charge of arrangements, was 
equal to the occasion and all were 
served. 

Following a delicious breakfast, Mrs. 
Adams, chairman of the Library Exten- 
sion Committee of the federation, intro- 
dueed Miss Wieder of Waterloo who, 
after a few preliminary remarks, in- 
troduced Miss Wilson, of the Iowa Li- 
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brary Commission, who spoke on county 
library work at Evansville, Indiana, 
where she had been county librarian. 

The talk was enlightening and inspir- 
ing and gave the club women present a 
better idea of the meaning of a county 
library than had come to them before. 
After the meeting many asked if Miss 
Wilson could be secured for club talks, 
which can be done. 

With a few words concerning Black 
Hawk County, the Breakfast adjourned 
to later hear Mary Parmelee in a talk 
at the General Session on the Black 
Hawk County Experiment. 

Unfortunately, this was the last morn- 
ing and many had left and the audience 
was small, but interest in the subject 
was manifest and enjoyment of the talk 
was expressed. We cannot but feel that 
through Miss Parmelee and Miss Wil- 
son, in club and library circles, interest 
and knowledge of county libraries has 
been greatly stimulated. 


Iowa Library Association 
Memberships Since March 6, 1931 


Alford, Mrs. E. T.— Waterloo 

Allen, .Mrs. Geo E.—Onawa 

Allison, Public Library 

Anderson, Constance—Fort Dodge 

Anderson, Irene—Des Moines Public Library 

Barker, Frankie J.—Villisca 

Betts, Laura—Drake Univ. Library, Des Moines 

Bloomfield, Public Library 

Blood, Mrs. W. G.—Keokuk 

Bu Helen A.—Onawa 

rhe ara—Newton 

Clack, Ida—Clear Lake 

Clarkson, Mrs. John P.—Newton 

Clinton, Public Library 

Collins, ela—Fort Dodge 

Converse, Abbie—Cresco 

Crawford, Elmer—Maquoketa 

Cresco, Public Library 

Crone, Emma—Marathon 

Davidson, Mrs. W. T.—Allison 

Des Moines, Public Library 

Drake University Library 

Eldon, Public Library 

Emmetsburg, Public Library 

Engle, + ou ~ High School, Sioux City 
. Mrs. A. V.—Forest City 





srriet—Clarinds 
Frahm, Marga 
Freeman, Mrs. ) say Jones—I ndependence 
Fulton, Olivia—Clinton 
Grand Junction, Public Library 
Fort Dodge 


Baghes, Esther— Des Moines, Public Library 
Jasper, Fred—Newton 
Jay, M. Berdene—Shenandoah 

Jones, Mrs. pe enenieh 

Krewson, J. N.—Bloomfield 

Lake City. Public Library 

Law, Ainslie—Traer 

Le Compte, Miriam—Corydon 
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Loose, Dr. D. N.—Maquoketa 

Manchester, Public Library 

Marshall County P. T. A.—$2.00 

Maytag, Blanche—Newton 

Maytag, Mrs. L. B.—Newton 

Moore, Pr. W. R.—Newton 

Morse, Helen—Maquoketa 

Myatt, Mrs. Frances—Maquoketa 

Myers, Mrs. O. P.—Newton 

Newton, Public Library 

Noble, Mrs. Elizabeth—Riceville 
Northwood, Public Library 

O'Donnell, Winifred—Clinton 

Onawa, Public Library 

Patton, Gypsy— Newton 

Petersmeyer, Mr. A. C.—Odeboldt 

Pierce, Edith—Fort Dodge 

Rohwiedder, Elizabeth—Clinton 

Schneider, nita—Clinton 
Shreves, Kathleen—Des Moines, Public Library 
Simpson, Ida—Maquoketa 

Taylor, Mrs. J. B.—Centerville 

Towner, Mrs. H. M.—Corning 

Villisea, Public Libra 

Wagley, Mrs. O. N.—Newton 

Waukon, Public Library 

Welch, trice—Newtor 

Welsh, Marie—Clinton 

Wilder, Mrs. Delphia—Greene _ : . 
Wormer, Grace—lIowa State University Library 


From Black Hawk County 


ee ee $ .75 
Black Hawk Township: District 6.......... 5.00 
Black Hawk Township: District 7.......... 3.00 
Cedar City Independent Schoo! District...... 8.00 
Cedar Township School..............+++++- 20.00 
Cedar Falls Township: District 8.......... 5.00 
Cedar Falls Township: District 10......... 5.00 
SS EF RESP are 25.00 
Finchford Consolidated School.............. 10.00 
Hudson Consolidated School.............-. 10.00 
Jackson School, Dubuque, Iowa, P. T. A..... 2.00 
Mount Vernon To ip: District 2........ 5.00 
Mount Vernon Township: District 7........ 3.00 
Marshall County P. T. A..........--.555-- 2.00 

Special Gifts 
Disieteeeh, DGORMGOR 2. occ ccs cdscveccweses $100.00 





Iowa Students in Library Schools 

The following Iowa students are re- 
ported as having been in attendance at 
the various library schools during the 


past year: 

Columbia University 
Cecil M. Benton, Sioux City 
Louise E. Boyd, Grand River 
Lawrence O. Cheever, Ottumwa 
Trene M. Coons, Des Moines 
Hilda M. Grieder, Dubuque 
Grace K. Neff, Brooklyn 
Martha L. Tomlinson, Sioux City 


Drexel Institute 

Helen Jane Jones, Des Moines 

University of Illinois 
Elizabeth C. Briggs, Lamoni 
G. Elizabeth Doreas, lowa City 4 
Anna Frances Dudack, Elma 
Florence Anna May Grove, Ames 
Martha Marie Guenther, Burlington 
Clarissa Olivia Lewis, Estherville 
D. Alexander Moffit, Cedar Rapids 
Sister Mary Annette (Renger), Dubuque 
Sister Mary De Lourdes (Réhret), Dubuque 
Gerald Herbert Sandy, Indianola 
Zona Gale Stevenson, Des Moines 
Helen Stewart, Grinnell 
Elizabeth R. Williamson, Hopkinton 


University of Michigan 
Dorothy Charles, Cedar Falls 

University of Minnesota 
Cecilia Laughlin, Oskaloosa 
Margaret Blair Law, Washington 
Angelin Tesdell, Huxley 

Western Reserve University 

Ruth Elizabeth Bywater, Iowa City 
L. Arlot Olson, MeCallsburg 
Helen Rex, Grinnell 

University of Wisconsin 
Mary E. Disbrow, Clinton 
Ruth F. Phillips, Cedar Falls 
Eleanor M. Robb, Chariton 


Lydia Roberts Fello 

This year two Lydia Roberts Scholar. 
ships, awarded annually by Columbia 
University to students from Iowa gradn- 
ated from an Iowa college, have been 
assigned to the School of Library Sery- 
ice. These fellowships pay a stipend 
of $750 to $850, plus the cost of trans 
portation from Iowa to New York and 
return. Eight applications for fellow- 
ships in library service were received 
this year. The two successful candi- 





dates were Helen M. Hurlbutt and 


Frances G. Kemp. 

Miss Hurlbutt was born at Beaman, 
Iowa, studied for two years at Grinnell 
College, and was graduated from the 
State University of Iowa in 1930. Dur- 
ing her junior and senior years she was 
employed as a student assistant in the 
reserve library and in the binding de 
partment of the State University li 
brary in 1928 and 1929. Since gradu 
ation she has been working as a full 
time assistant in the binding depart 
ment. 

Frances G. Kemp was born in Decatur 
County, Iowa, and took her A. B. degree 
from Drake University in 1929, with 
French as her major. For the last two 
years she has been teaching English 
and Latin in the Manning (Iowa) 
Junior High School. She has had two 


years’ experience as a student desk a 


sistant in the Drake University Library, 
and one summer as a branch assi 
in the Des Moines Publie Library. 


The 1932 conference of the Americat 
Library Association will be held at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, probably in 
or May, according to an anno 
from A. L. A. headquarters. 
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Speak a Little Louder, Please 
Librarians have been described as 
“brainy people who whisper.’’ Whether 
or not we may take to ourselves the first 
part of this deseription, the inability 
to make ourselves heard in public would 
make the second part seem very fitting. 


Recent experiences have emphasized 
the desirability of cultivating a ‘‘speak- 
ing voice’’ on the part of librarians. 
They, more perhaps than many other 
people, are frequently asked to appear 
in public and this makes their weakness 
of voice more noticeable, though they 
are probably no worse sinners in this 
direction than many others. 


If an announcement, a message, or a 
talk is of sufficient importance to be 
given at all, it would naturally seem 
important that it should be heard, or 
why give it? 

Instruction in eiocution may not be 
necessary but a realization of the im- 
portance of making oneself heard, prac- 
tice in clear enunciation, and attention 
to those who ean be heard, to learn their 
secret, will be helpful. Above all re- 
solve to make yourself heard. 


May we suggest three rules for those 
who stand up before the public: 


1. Have something to say. 

2. Prepare it in clear and concise 
language and stop when you’ve said it. 

3. Enunciate distinctly, speak with 
foree, hold your head up, and do not 
act as though you were ashamed of 
yourself, your subject, and your audi- 
ence. 





Governor’s Delegates 

Governor Turner has appointed the 
following Iowa delegates to the New 
Haven Conference of the American Li- 
brary Association at New Haven, Con- 
necticut, June 22 to 27: 

Mrs. Herbert Adams, Dubuque; Mrs. 
Flora 8. Barkley, Boone; Mrs. D. S. 
Humeston, Albia; Mrs. William Larra- 
bee, Clermont ; Martha McClure, Mount 
Pleasant; Mrs. Carolyn C. Pendray, 
Maquoketa; Agnes Samuelson, Des 
Moines; W. F. Stipe, Clarinda; Mrs. 
H. H. Tedford, Mount Ayr; and Mrs. 
E. B. Wilson, Jefferson. 


Books by Iowa Authors 


The first of these books in importance 
to Iowa libraries is Mr. Irving Rich- 
man’s ‘‘Ioway to Iowa.’’ 

This is described by Professor F. L. 
Mott in the Daily Iowan as ‘‘a pic- 
turesque, panoramic, poetical presenta- 
tion of the beginning of our state.’’ 
As Iowa history it will be welcome and 
useful. (Libraries which do not have 
it should write to the State Historical 
Society, Iowa City, Lowa.) 

**Magie Music,’’ by Fannie R. Bu- 
chanan, Wallace Publishing Co., Des 
Moines, gives music interpretations done 
in story form which are supplemented 
by picture interpretations. It will be 
useful to mothers and people who want 
music appreciation material. 

The author of ‘‘ Alison’s House,’’ the 
Pulitzer prize winner in Drama this 
year, was born and educated in Iowa. 

Margaret Wilson, another Iowa au- 
thor, has a book about criminals and 
their treatment entitled, ‘‘Crime and 
punishment.”’ 

A former Iowan, now living in IIli- 
nois, Mary Plumb, is the author of a 
mystery story, ‘‘Dead men’s secrets.”’ 


Then and Now 

Those who maintain the world is 
retrogressing might find their theory 
refuted in a few observations in the 
Yeoman Shield. The observations deal 
with a few facts about our country 100 
years ago. 

‘*There was not a public library in 
the United States. 

‘*Almost all the furniture was im- 
ported from England. 

‘*Every gentleman wore a queue, and 
powdered his hair. 

‘*Beef, pork, salt fish, potatoes and 
hominy were the staple diet all the year 
around.”’ 

In regard to the above conditions, per- 
haps the most important progress has 
been made in the growth of the library 
system. Outside the public school sys- 
tem, there is no single factor of more 
importance to the educational and recre- 
ational progress of a nation than the 
availability of good books. 

(Continued on page 155) 
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Books and Bananas 


By Helen Harper Aten, Reference 
Librarian, Traveling Library 

(The County Library play which follows 
is printed as it was given over W. H. O. 
by the staff of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion. With little adaptation it may be used 
for a Reading or an Acting Play.) 

Time: 15 Minutes 

Announcer : 

Radio Friends—We are about to pre- 
sent a short play entitled ‘‘Books and 
Bananas.”’ Ours is a County Library 
play. 

This is the day of County Libraries, 
when groceries and books are becoming 
equally accessible to the modern farmer. 

So we invite you, for a few moments, 
to go with us to a country general store, : 
Puckins & Puckins, located in the little 
town of Advance, in our own Tall Corn 
State. 

As you enter the Puckins store, 
glance, please, over its front door. You 
will see a brightly painted sign hanging 
there which reads, ‘‘This is a Branch 
of the Progress County Free Library.’’ 

Let me introduce you to two of the 
characters of our play. They are cus- 
tomer and clerk, standing on either side 
of the store counter, surrounded by a 
familiar and friendly aroma of harness 
leather, coffee, and bananas. Mrs. 
Todd, a farmer’s wife is our customer. 
As the play opens she is stuffing a box 
of corn flakes into a large oil-cloth bag. 
Glance to Mrs. Todd’s right at the end 
of the counter, you will see a conspic- 
uous case of bright colored books, under 
a poster which reads, ‘‘Take Home a 
Book.’’ 

The heroine of our play, Jane, eight- 
een year old daughter of the store. 
keeper, is waiting on Mrs. Todd. Jane 
is the store’s librarian. Listen to her— 
she is pouring freshly ground coffee 
into a paper bag for Mrs. Todd. 

JANE: (Humming) I’ll have this 
coffee tied up in a jiffy, Mrs. Todd. 
Hope you’ll like the new blend. 

MRS. TODD: Take your time tying 
that poke, Jane. I’m in no _ hurry. 
Mind if I pick myself a library book 
for over Sunday? 

JANE: No, Mrs. Todd. Make your- 





self right at home there at the book 
shelves, while I get the sugar for you. 

MRS. TODD: Land sakes, wha 
would we do without this County Ij. 
brary? 


JANE: That’s what everybody says 


Mrs. Todd. 

MRS. TODD: Oh! that reminds me 
—I brought up a letter about a book to 
show you. 

JANE: Is it from John? 

MRS. TODD: Yes, from John 
Where did I stick that envelope? 

JANE: Mrs. Todd, is John still a 
radio operator on the fruit boats? 

MRS. TODD: The United Fruit 
Line, yes. He’s running from New Or. 
leans to Jamaica and Porto Rico now, 
(proudly) Been made head operator for 
the boat line too. Here’s that letter! 

JANE: Head operator! That’s 

t! 

MRS. TODD: (rattles letter) You 

see John’s been having shore leave in 


New Orleans for a week, and he read - 


this book down there in the Publie li- 
brary. Writes me to be sure and get 
it at the County Library. (Rattles letter 
again.) Here’s the name of the book, 
Jane—looks like ‘‘Record Flights” to 
me. 

JANE: That’s it, Mrs. Todd—*‘Ree 
ord Flights.’’ It’s a book on flying by 
Clarence Chamberlin. Miss Clarke, the 
County Librarian, told me she’d bring 
that book out to our Branch some day. 

MRS. TODD: That’s the book, Jane 
Look here, John says ‘‘The boy that 
wrote the book, mom, is an Iowa boy. 
His name is Clarence Chamberlin.” 

JANE: Well I'll just ask Mis 
Clarke for it, Mrs. Todd. Oh! that 
makes me think—I’ve a book right here 
under the counter now for you. 

MRS. TODD+For me! 

JANE: Yes, Miss Clarke brought 
it out from Headquarters this afternom 
in the Book Wagon, especially for your 
Donnie. Where did I put that now! I 
told her when she was here last 
you had a twelve-year-old that 
did like to read about airplanes. 
is (Ting-ling Ting-ling) Oh there’s the 
telephone—excuse me a minu 
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this is Puckins Store...Yes...Mary 
Stone? Yes, but she’s just gone. ..Oh, 
is this Mrs. Stone?...Yes, I’ll be glad 
to..two dozen bananas? All right we’ll 
deliver them tomorrow morning...Do 
we have what?...Oh, in the library you 
mean...poetry? Well...Oh! poultry! 
chickens you mean. Yes, we have a book 
on chicken raising. Just a minute... 
Yes, it’s in, Mrs. Stone—‘‘ Practical 
Poultry Keeping’’ it’s called. . Well, Mr. 
Pickle that sells Dad eggs just brought 
it back, and he says there’s some good 
pointers in the book. ..Oh we can send 
it to you. We'll put it right in with 
the bananas...Surely, we do that. You 
bet. Goodbye. My, I wish Dad would 
get back from the Post Office! I’m 
afraid that phone’s started in for the 
afternoon. And you know, Mrs. Todd, 
the big District Debate’s on up at the 
School House this afternoon. I think 
it may be over any minute; and I’m 
simply dying to know if our boys beat 
the Enterprise debate team. 

MRS. TODD: Is somebody all set to 
bring you the news, Jane? 

JANE: Well, Miss Clarke promised 
to drive past here in the Book Wagon, 
on her way out of town. She stayed to 
hear the boys debate this afternoon. 


MRS. TODD: I read by the Progress 
Chronicle the Book Wagon Lady would 
attend the Debate. 

JANE: Oh the team invited her 
especially. Why, Ted Schweitzer’s on 
the team, and he told me our boys 
wouldn’t stand a chance in today’s de- 
bate if it weren’t for all the debate books 
Miss Clarke’s been sending from the 
County Library. 

MRS. TODD: Ted Schweitzer did 
you say ? 

JANE: Yes. 

MRS. TODD: His father must be 
the one they call ol’ man Schweitzer— 
has the farm out toward Jake Cutter’s 
place, with the new silo. 
eae: (in scornful tone) That’s 

im. 

MRS. TODD: Why I heard my hus- 
band say Gus Schweitzer voted against 
the County Library appropriation last 
fall. Said farmers hadn’t time to read. 


JANE: Yes, he did vote against it! 

MRS. TODD: (consolingly) Well 
maybe now that his son’s turning out to 
be such a good arguer, and using so 
many books from the County Library, 
Mr. Schweitzer’ll kind of make over 
his mind, Jane. 

JANE: (doubtfully) I hope so. 

MRS. TODD: Now here we stand, 
talkin’ polities—and I haven’t seen that 
airplane book yet. 

JANE: I'll get it right now for you. 
Here it is. 

MRS. TODD: (pleased and excited) 
Land alive! ‘‘An Alphabet of Avia- 
tion!’’ Donnie never will get his chores 
done now! I wonder has this book a 
glider picture in it?...First it’s air- 
planes, then it’s gliders Donnie’s tryin’ 
to build. I’ll have to tell that young 
gentleman though, it’s no gliders till 
he’s milked the cow first. My! he will 
enjoy this, Jane. 

JANE: Miss Clarke’ll want to 
know how he likes it. 

MRS. TODD: You know, there its 
one book I’d like to get today. It’s for 
my neighbor on the farm south,—little 
Mrs. Harper,—a book on the care of 
bees. Mrs. Harper talks of starting a 
few hives this spring. 

JANE: Mrs. Harper? Is she that 
pretty little woman from England? 

MRS. TODD: Yes,—bright little 
thing. Came over from the Old Coun- 
try just two years ago—planned to 
spend a summer vacation with her mar- 
ried sister—fell right in love with an 
Iowa farmer, and here she is, settled 
down and about to start bees. 

JANE: Oh dear! Mrs. Todd, I see 
somebody has our ‘‘ABC and XYZ of 
Bee Culture’’ out right now. But (con- 
fidently) I’ll get Miss Clarke to mail 
out a bee book from the Main Library 
to us tomorrow. 

MRS. TODD Oh dear me suz, Jane. 
I wouldn’t want to cause all that 
trouble. 

JANE: It’s no trouble. She mails 
out books often between visits. She 
mails them out for 4-H club work and 
women’s club papers. 
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MRS. TODD: Well, I’m sure these 
three books I’ve picked out here’ll be 
plenty for over this Sunday. Would 
you wrap them, Jane? 

JANE: You bet I will. 

MRS. TODD: (apologetically) The 
back of our car’s a mite dirty for books. 
Now I must be getting over to the 
Creamery. They owe me some milk 
money. I see you’re getting another 
customer anyway. 

JANE: Another? Oh, you mean the 
old man just getting out of the wagon 
in front? That’s just Mr. Woodman. 
You know him, Mrs. Todd. 

MRS. TODD: Don’t believe I do. 

JANE: The man that always wears 
an old red stocking cap on his head, 
and carries his groceries in a potato sack 
over his shoulder? He’s often in here. 
(lowers voice a little) He’s a little deaf, 
but he and Mrs. Woodman are two of 
our best readers. (loudly) Howd’do, 
Mr. Woodman. 

MR. WOODMAN: Howdy, Jane. 
Your Dad here? 

JANE: I’m expecting him any min- 
ute, Mr. Woodman. 

MR. WOODMAN: Well, I’ll get my 
books picked out and then I’ll mosey 
’round t’ the drug store and come back 
when your Dad’s here. I ‘low to talk 
to him about some harness today. Dang’t 
where’d I stick them Ingersoll books! 

JANE: Here, Mr. Woodman, let me 
get them out of the sack for you. 

MRS TODD: Jane tells me you’re a 
great reader. 

MR WOODMAN: What’s that 
ma’am ? 

MRS. TODD: (louder) I say, you 
read a good deal, do you? 

MR. WOODMAN: Wa’al I like a 
book if it’s got punch, ma’am. Findin’ 
the books all right, Janc * 

JANE: Yes, I’m just getting the last 
one out of the bottom of the sack. This 
one on the Civil War—seems to be all 
mixed up here with your packages. 

MR. WOODMAN: That “Prison Es- 
eapes of the Civil War?’’ Say, that 
book’s a pippin, Jane? Got any more 


as good’s that? I’d kinda like another 
pirate story today too. 


JANE: I wonder if you’ve read this 
one, Mr. Woodman—‘‘Treasure Js 
land.’’ 

MR. WOODMAN: What’s the namet 

JANE: ‘‘Treasure Island.’’ 


MR. WOODMAN: No, don’t think 


Ihev. There’s lots of books I’ve missed © 


in my time. This one sounds 

(chuckles) This picture here looks as 
though ’t had some action in it all right, 
Say, now—just ,happened t’ think. Got 
any book around here by the name of 
‘“*Unele Tom’s Cabin?’’ : 

JANE: (proudly) Yes, right here on 
this shelf. 

MR. WOODMAN: Wa’al now, 
there’s a book I hev read—’bout thirty 
years ago, Jane. Guess readin’ it now’d 
be about like readin’ a new one. You 
can give me that too. ; 

MRS. TODD: (speaks loudly this 
time) Does your wife read the books 
with you? 

MR. Woodman: Ye-es, me an’ the 
old woman don’t do much but read, 
especially these long winter evenings, 
since we got the County Library. "Bout 
the size of it, ma’am, we been just kinda 
tryin’ to wear the winter out. Butl 
don’t hardly know this spring whether 
the winter’s wore me out or I’ve wore 


it. (chuckles) Well, I’m much obliged 


to you, Jane. (meditatively) You know, 
ma’am, these books bein’ here in the 
store—they’re all right, I say, for the 
grown folks and the children. I’m will 
ing t’ pay my part the tax for this 
County Library. 
MRS. TODD: I too, Mr. Woodman. 
MR. WOODMAN: Yes’m and & 
great help these books is to the one-room 
schools in this neck the woods. But I's 
a-talkin’ to a feller down the pike here 
t’other day you ought to get con 
to this County Library! . 
JANE: Who’s that, Mr. Woodman! 
(in disgusted tone) Mr. Schweitzer, I 
suppose. ; 
MR. WOODMAN: Yep, Ol’ maa 
Schweitzer, I been a-telling him 
‘‘Sehweitzer’’ I sez to him the other day, 
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“You ought to go into Puckins Store 
and look over the County Library books 
one these days.’’ ‘‘ Not me’”’ sez he. ‘‘ No’’ 
he sez ‘‘I suppose I’ll have t’ acknowl- 
edge the books are provin’ all right for 
the schools an’ like that. But what use 
is books to a farmer?’’ ‘‘Why Schweit- 
ger’ sez I ‘‘You ’aven’t tried ’em out 
hev you? Now take fer instance’’ I sez: 
“You was complainin’ last summer your 
alfalfa crop warn’t lookin’ so very good. 
Now I just happened to notice the other 
day they got a book down at Puckins 
Store on alfalfa growing.’’ ‘‘ Shucks’’ sez 
he ‘‘I ain’t never planted by a book yet, 
and I don’t cal-late to begin!’’ ‘‘ Wa’al’’ 
sez I: ‘‘just thought you might like to 
know the book was there. Might give 
you some pleasure to look it over and 
see where you don’t agree with the feller 
that wrote it.’’ (chuckles) 

JANE: Oh, Mr. Woodman, that was 
good ! 

MR. WOODMAN: Ho, Hum! Well, 
I'll be gettin’ along. Mark my words, 
though, Jane. One these days Gus 
Sechweitzer’ll be a-visitin’ you, like the 
rest of us, and a-borrowin’ a_ book. 
Good day. 

JANE: Goodbye, Mr. Woodman 
(Door Bangs—Horn Sounds) Oh, Mrs. 
Todd, stay just a minute longer. There’s 
the Book Wagon horn. And here’s Miss 
Clarke right now. 

MISS CLARKE: Well, Jane! I’ve 
brought you good news. Progress won 
the Debate. 


JANE: Miss 


(very much excited) 
Clarke! Oh, Mrs. Todd! isn’t that great! 


we won! 
Mrs. Todd. 

MISS CLARKE: Indeed I remem- 
ber Mrs. Todd. And how’s that boy of 
yours that used to borrow all the radio 
books ? 

MRS. TODD: (proudly) My son 
John, you mean? He’s operator on the 
fruit boats now, Miss Clarke. He just 
wrote me about a book he wants me to 
read—‘‘ Record Flights.’’ 


MISS CLARKE: Jane, just make a 
note of that for me, will you. I don’t 
have that book in the Book Wagon to- 


155 


Miss Clarke, you remember 


day. I'll have to send it out to you 
next week, Mrs. Toddd. 

JANE—Oh, Miss Clarke, I got the 
book on farm buildings you sent out for 
Mr. Savinski. 

MISS CLARKE: Good. NowlI 
can’t stay a minute longer. I’m due at 
our new Branch Library in the Drug 
Store in Rock Creek. Ted Schweitzer 
was splendid in the Debate, Jane (voice 
dies away during this speech) Well— 
goodbye till next week. 

JANE: Goodbye. 

MISS CLARKE: (voice comes back 
gradually, as though from the door) Oh 
Jane! 

JANE: Yes, Miss Clarke. 

MISS CLARKE: (closer—loud as 
usual) I almost forgot a message I have 
for you. 

JANE: For me? 

MISS CLARKE: Yes, I got a new 
patron for you over at the Debate this 
afternoon. He shook hands with me 
and told me to tell you he’s coming in 
for a book—a book on alfalfa. 

JANE: Miss Clarke! Not—not—it 
surely can’t be Mr. Sch— 

MISS CLARKE: (laughing as she 
talks) Mr. Schweitzer. That’s who it 
is! (laughs again) Well, (voice dies 
away again) goodbye, Mrs. Todd. Good- 
bye, Jane. See you next week. 

JANE and MRS. TODD: (in chorus) 
Goodbye. 





Then and Now 
(Continued from page 151) 

But there is still room for advance- 
ment in this respect. Good free litera- 
ture is available to only 17 per cent of 
the rural population of the United 
States. More than 1,000 counties in 
this country have no public libraries 
within their borders. This means ap- 
proximately 47,000,000 persons are 
destitute of the resources of good litera- 
ture. 

The ‘‘book wagon,’’ such as is being 
operated in Black Hawk County, seems 
an answer to this problem of ‘‘feeding’’ 
the ‘‘book hungry.’’ 

—Waterloo Courier, May 9, 1931. 
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Permanent Loan No. 9 

Ten books from the following list will 
be sent to any library asking for them. 
Make your list longer than ten and do 
not select the first ten or twenty but 
those most desired. Requests will be 
filled in order received. Payment of 


postage will be expected. 

ait —-Cenenee, of my contemporaries 

aie Outline Fe of English constitutional 
histo p 

Adams y= Stephens—Select documents of English 
constitutional history 

Aldri the of the war zone (4) 

Allen—Making the of our children (3) 

American standard of perfection (3) 


Babson—Future of : 

Babson—Religion and business (4) 

Bailey—Girl’s make-at-home-things 

Baldwin and Live iling the seas (9) 

Balderston—Housewifery (3) 

Balderston—Lippincott’s home manuals 

pespuin-—Semee , 

Baring—Round the world in any number of days 
5 

<. . e friend John Burroughs 

Barton—lIt’s a old world (5) 

Bemont and Monod’s Medieval Europe 


Betts—Mind and its education 
ea ate of (2) 
e rice ce 
ecn--Goulhe ond behiter 


Bradley—Story of the pony express 
Braithwelte—An , 1919 (9) 

Brown—tThe heart the Balkans (3) 
Bucher—Practical wireless telegraphy 
Burch—American economic life 

Burnet—School 

Burns—Year with a whaler ; 
Burton and Opitz—Elementary manual of physi- 


Butterfield—Farmer and the wit day (5) 


by 
Call—How to live quietly (6) 
Camp—Handbook of health (9) 
Jamp—Keeping fit all the way (5) 
Carleton—New lives for old (3) 


Olark—High school boy 
Clark, J. K.—Systematic moral education 
Collier—Germany and the Germans 
Collins—Boy'’s airplane book (5) 
Collins—The book of stars 
Collins—Wireless man 
Cope—Parent and the child (6) 
Cope—Week-day church-school (8) 
Craig—Tea s manual of nature study 
Crane—Adventures in common sense (5) 
Crane—The looking glass 
Crawford—tThinking black? 
Crothers—Among friends 
Crothers—Humanly speaking 
Cunliffe—Poems of the great war (4) 
Curle—This world of ours 
Curtis—Livestock j ing and selecting, 1915 
Davidson—Agricultural engineering 

n rtunities in farming (5) 
Dewey—New schools for old (9) 
Dixon—The human side of plants (3) 
Dixon—Westward hoboes 
Dole—Religion for the new day (9) 
Domville-Fife—Submarine engineering of today (2) 
Du Chaillu—Land of the midnight sun (2) 
Dugmore—Adventures in Beaver stream camp 
Duruy—History of France 
Eastman—From the deep woods to civilization (2) 
Eaton—On the edge of the wilderness (6) 
Edwards—Our common road (2) 
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Ellsworth—-Golden age of authors (9) 
Elson and Trilli 


jal games (4) 


ng—Soc 
—— education in school and home 
Filene—Careers for women (2) 


Fo 


Forbush—Boy problem (2) 
rman—Stories of useful inventions 
Foster—Heroines of 


France—The man who married a dumb wife @ 


Franck—Roaming through the 


West Indies 


Franck—Tramping through Mexico, Guatemalg 
Honduras (4) 
Froebel—Education of man (2) 
Gibbens Black f mod history 
ns— est page o ern 4 
Goethe—Faust (¢) 
Cale Senceeaty program for cooperating 


H 


Hal 


churches ( 
all—Youth : 


of men 


ts education, 


(5) 


ines 
lam—View of the state of Europe 


Hanifan—Community center (8) 
ee and progress 


H 
H 


H 
Hart—Co 


H 


arris— 
(5 


a When children err (4) 


mmunity organization (7) 


the old Sou 


uest of 
a spirit in America 


ng a wrong start (5) 


uard—M 


home on the 


Huebner—Life insurance 


Lescarboura—Radio for every 


uneker—New 


—Essays and 


Lee—Crowds 
Lescarboura—Behind the motion-picture screen (9) 


Lemmon—tTraining the dog 


Lindsa 
L 


Mackenzie—Fortunate 
McMurry—Elements o 
MacQuarrie—Tahiti days (5) 


Daniel 


Ww 


and hygiene 


‘e and letters of Joel Chandler Harris 


(3) 


thwest (9) 


5 
field of honor (5) 






y (5) ' 
y—The art of the moving picture (5) 
ebster 


cIsaac—Tony Sarg marionette book (3) 
McKeever—tTraining the girl 


outh 


Macy—English constitution 
Mangold—Problems of child welfare 
Marcosson—Adventures in interviewing (5) 
Martin—Reflections of a beginning h 

Marvel—Dream life 
Marvin—American merchant marine (3) 


Mathews—Argonauts of Faith 


(6) 


general 


Mills—Rocky mountain wonderland (4) 
Mitton—The peninsular and oriental 
Morgan—aAbroad at home 
Munroe—FEducational ideal 
Myerson—Nervous housewife (9) 
Neeser—Our many-sided navy 
O’Brien—New men for old (2) 
O'Brien—White shadows in the south seas 
Oliver—First steps in the enjoyment of picture 


0 


Overton—General hygi 
Parkhurst—The pulpit and the 
Parsons—Land of 


2) 


way—The handbook of conundrums (2) 
Osborne—Society and prisons (4) 


air Play 


Pascal—Provincial letters 
Peabody—The Christian life in the modern world 
Pellison—Roman life in Pliny's time 
Pepper—vVoice from the crowd 

Perry—Problems of elementary schools 
Phelps—Reading the Bible (4) 
Porter—Elements of intellectual science 
Porter—Homing with birds (5) 


ene (rev.) (2) 


Poulsson—Love and law in child training (2) 


oo 














porations (1907) (2) ) 
eee ae rhetoric 


nkin—Personal recollections of Abraham Lin- 


coln (4) 
Repplier—Counter-currents (3) 
Rhys—Rabindranath Tagore (3 
Richardson—Adventures in thrift (4) 
Richardson—aA girdle round the earth 
Rinehart—Through Glacier Park (5) 
Ripley—Games for 


ar 

Rittenhouse—The little book of American poets 
(5) 

Rolt-Wheeler—Boy with the U. 8. life savers (5) 

Romance of an empress 

Roosevelt—Happy hunting-grounds (6) 

Rosenburch. hristianity and the social crisis 

Rowe—Physical nature of the child (2) 

Royden—Political Christianity 

Russell—Dramatized Bible stories for young people 

Russell—These shifting scenes 

Schauffler—Fiddler’s luck (3) 

Schmucker—Henry Clay 

Schmucker—Meaning of evolution 

Schurman—The Balkan wars 

Scott—Influencing men of business (2) 

Scoville—Everyday adventures (5) 

Shafer—Harper's beginning electricity (2) 

Smiles— Duty 

Smith, E. E.—Aluminum compounds in food 

Smith, E. R.—Education moves ahead 

Smith—Heroines of history and legend 

Smith, R. H—Text book of advanced machine 
work (1919) 

Soares——University of Chicago Sermons (4) 

Spring—Kansas 

Stapley—Christopher Columbus (5) 

Steltzle—Boys of the street and how to win them 
(2 


2) 
Stephenson—Land of tomorrow (4) 
Stewart—Letters on an elk hunt (2) 
Stockwell—Essentials of business character 
Street-—Abroad at home (3) 
Strunsky—Belshazzer court (2) 
Stuck—Ten thousand miles with a dog sled (2) 
Sukloff—Life story of a Russian exile (4) 
Sully—Children's ways (2) 
Thatcher—Medieval Europe 
Taylor—Study of the child (2) 
Thompson—Live and be young (9) 
Trask—The mighty and the lowly (3) 
Trudeau—An autobiography 
Van Dyke—Grand canyon of the Colorado (7) 
Van Dyke—The mountain (3) 
Verrill—Home radio (9) 
Verrill—The real story of the whaler (3) 
Wald—House on Henry Street 
Wallace—Letters to a farm boy (5) 
Walton—Peg along (2) 
Warner—Life’s minor collisions 
Wells—Recent economic changes 
Whelpley—Trade of the world (3) 
Whitman—Imperial Germany 
Wiggin—Children's rights (2) 


Wilkinson—preparatory Greek course in English 
(Chautauqua) 


Williams—Adding years to your life 
Wilson—When a man comes to himself (4) 
Wood—Rambles of a Canadian naturalist (5) 
Wynne—For days and days 

Yerkes—New world of science (5) 





The State Historical Department is 
anxious to secure a copy of the’ History 
of Harrison County, Iowa, in two vol- 
umes, by Clark and Hunt, published by 
the B. F. Bowen Company. If anyone 


knows of this publication will he please 
communicate with the State Historical 
Department ? 


Prentice—Federal power over carriers and cor- 
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Tribute to J. B. Weaver 

At the April meeting of the Des 
Moines Library Board the following 
resolution regarding Mr. Weaver’s long 
service on the library board was passed. 
‘*Whereas on April Ist the term of of- 
fice of Mr. J. B. Weaver, who has served 
on the Board of Trustees of the Des 
Moines Public Library for 21 years, 
came to an end: 

‘*Now therefore be it resolved that 
the board of trustees of the Des Moines 
Publie Library express its thanks for 
the fine and unselfish service rendered 
by Mr. Weaver for the period named. 
First appointed by Mayor Hanna to the 
library board in April 1910, he attended 
his first meeting of the board on April 
28th of that year. The minutes of the 
library board from that time to date 
record his foresight and his activities 
in helping to build the institution from 
a single library with no branches, with 
a circulation of less than 200,000 books 
a year, amounting to but 2 books per 
capita, to the present institution embrac- 
ing 10 branches, with a circulation of 
books of 1,260,000 or nearly eight and 
one-half books per capita. During this 
period the number of library borrowers 
has increased from 10,000 to over 
70,000. The latter figure represents the 
highest per capita record of library bor- 
rowers reported by any public library in 
a city of over 100,000 population. 

‘‘Mr. Weaver was reappointed to the 
library board by Mayor Hanna in 1911, 
by Mayor MacVicar in 1916, by Mayor 
Barton in 1921, and by Mayor Hunter 
in 1926. During two different periods 
of his term on the board, he served as 
president, for two years from April, 
1914, to March, 1916, and for four years 
from April, 1927, to March, 1931. In 
addition to this was a year of service 
as secretary of the board and eight years 
as vice president, giving him an oppor- 
tunity of working closely not only with 
other board members but with the li- 
brarians who keenly felt his sympathetic 
interest in their work and valued his 
help and suggestions.”’ 
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Death of Alice Marple 

Another loss has come to the depart- 
ments in the State Historical Building 
in the death of Alice Marple, librarian 
of the State Historical Department, 
who was suddenly stricken at a staff 
meeting of the department on the eve- 
ning of May 20th and never regained 
consciousness. 

Miss Marple’s first library work was 
as reference librarian of the Des Moines 
Publie Library for fifteen years. Dur- 
ing that time she took a summer course 
at the New York Library School. In 
1900 she became librarian of the State 
Historical Department and has filled 
the position most acceptably and effi- 
ciently for the past twenty-one years. 

Miss Marple was a woman of sterling 
qualities, possessed of good judgment, 
and was conscientious in her work. She 
was sincere and kindly in her disposi- 
tion and had the ability to attract and 
keep friends. 


Her genealogical work brought her in 
contact with many throughout the state 
who mourn her death. Her library 
work being specialized, she was not a 
constant attendant at library meetings 
and therefore was not as well known 
to librarians. 





Personals 
Faye Collicot, an Iowa librarian who 
began her work in the Indianola Public 
Library and who is now assistant in 


charge of the children’s department of 
the library at the State Teachers’ Col- 
lege, Westchester, Pennsylvania, will 
teach Children’s Literature and the se- 
lection of books for high school libraries 
at the Summer Library School in con- 
nection with the University of Arkansas 
at Fayetteville. 


Gretta Smith, another Iowa librarian 
and at one time organizer for the Iowa 
Library Commission, and for the past 
year in charge of the library of the 
Department of Art, University of Penn- 
sylvania, has received a Carnegie grant 
to investigate museum collections here 
and in Europe under the direction of 
Yale University. 
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Battle Creek—Mrs. Rawlings and Mr 
Durst have resigned from the library board 
and are to be succeeded by Mrs. Crane and 
Mr. Johnson. 

Belle Plaine—A site has been selected al- 
though definite plans have not yet been made 
for the erection of the library building, made 
possible by the gift of $10,000 through the 
will of Samuel Hart of Los Angeles. 

Burt—A room has been fitted up in the 
old electric light plant which should add to 
the usefulness of the library. 

Cedar Falls—The vote to bond the eity 
for $18,000 for an addition to the library 
building was lost at the city election on 
March 31st. This is simply the result of the 
condition of the times and no reflection on 
the appreciation of the usefulness of the 
library. At another time doubtless the result 
will be more favorable. 

Mrs. Ira 8. Condit has recently been ap 
pointed to the library board. 


Cedar Rapids—Dorothy Moorman, cata- 
loguer of the library, has resigned her posi- 
tion and will join two friends for a European 
tour this summer. Upon her return she will 
be married to Bruce Evans of St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Edna Erickson, a former Cedar Rapids . 
young woman, who has been attending the 
Minnesota Library School, will succeed Miss 
Moorman as cataloguer. 

Cherokee—A George Washington memorial 
tree was planted on the library grounds by 
the Garden Club on April 3rd. 

——The library grounds are 
beautified by the addition of shrubs 
flowers donated by town people. 

Council Bluffs—Ruth Montague of Port 
land has been appointed to the position of 
Elementary School Librarian beginning next 
September. Miss Montague has had valuable 
experience in this type of work and will 
develop and strengthen the work in the 
schools. She will be paid jointly by the 
schools and the library. 

The library will be closed for oy me from 
July 4th to July 20th. A new flooring of 
rubber tile is to be laid on the entire first 
floor. 

Creston—The dedication of the Matilda J. 
Gibson Memorial library took place on 
2nd, in the main room of the library, at 
Frank Miles, editor of the Legionaire, De 
Moines, made the principal address. The 
presentation of the library building to te 
city was made by the president of the library 
board, Homer Harsh, and the acceptance 
Mayor 8. Ray Emerson. Music was 
by the high school orchestra and various 
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Creston musicians. The building was open 
from one to six for inspection. 

Among those present from out of town at 
these exercises were Mrs. H. M. Towner of 
Corning, Miss Julia A. Robinson, Secretary 
of the Iowa Library Commission, and Miss 
Clarice J. Baird, librarian at Osceola. 

This building was made possible by a gift 
of $25,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Frank Phillips 
in memory of Mrs. Phillips’ mother, Mrs. 
Gibson. 

An entertainment was held for the benefit 
of the library which netted a considerable 
sum and donations of money were received 
from a number of interested citizens, all of 
which is greatly needed for the purchase of 
new books. 

As has been previously announced, the 
opening of this library is very gratifying for 
though we are told a library existed in Cres- 
ton many years ago, it was not tax sup- 
ported and has not functioned for a long 
time. 

Much credit for the success of this enter- 
prise is due to George D. Neweombe, mayor 
at the time the levy was passed and the 
board appointed, and whose interest in the 
enterprise has been abounding. 

Homer Harsh is president of the board, 
Rev. George Mitchell, Secretary, and Bella 
Anderson, librarian. 

Davenport—Martha Offerman of the exten- 
sion department of the library was married 
on May 23rd to Eugene J. Ward. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ward will reside in Davenport. 

The library station, formerly at the Inde- 
pendent Bakery Company, has been moved 
to the Hayes School where the same hours 
will be observed. 

Des Moines—Historical Department— Mrs. 
Bertha Baker, assistant to Miss Marple for 
the past eight years, has been appointed 
librarian of the Historical Department. No 
assistant to fill Mrs. Baker’s position has 
yet been named. 

Des Moines—Public Library—Mrs. George 

W. Tone has been appointed a member of 
the library board to sueceed J. B. Weaver, 
whose term expires. J. C. DeMar was elected 
to fill the vacancy thus made in the office of 
president. Mrs. Fred W. Weitz was elected 
vice president. 
_Pairfield—West End is to have a public 
library. The site for the building is loaned 
by James V. Delp and Mrs. Delp will act 
as librarian without compensation. 

This seems to be truly a community project 
as the material and labor are being donated 
by people of the community. The building 
will be 12x18 feet, one story high, and fin- 
ished in stucco. 

Ft. Madison—A branch for West End chil- 
dren will be opened during the summer. 

Indianola—A special program was planned 
by the library staff and Mrs. Raymond Sayre, 
Master Homemaker, for the ladies of the 
Warren County Farm Bureau on Saturday 


afternoon, April 11th. The attendance was 
good and the interest and enjoyment great. 

The library will conduct a junior high read- 
ing and dramatic club for the first six weeks 
of the summer vacation. 

Iowa City—Library Club—Nina Frohwein, 
reference assistant in the University Library, 
ee elected president of the Library 
‘ub. 

Professor William L. Sowers of the English 
Department spoke to the club at their May 
meeting on ‘‘Current plays of New York.’’ 


Iowa City—State University of Iowa— 
Helene R. Miller, University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, 1929-30, has been appointed 
assistant librarian of the Law Library. Miss 
Miller has been filling a temporary appoint- 
ment as assistant in the order department 
of the University Library. She is a gradu- 
ate of the State University of Iowa, 1919. 

The following people are filling temporary 
appointments on the staff of the order de- 
partment until June 30, 1931: 

Harriet 8. Chamberlin, B.A., Coe College, 
1925; B.S. in Library Science, Drexel Insti- 
tute, 1930. 

Aleene Baker, A.B., Central College, Fay- 
ette, Missouri, 1924; St. Louis Library School, 
1930. 

Lucille I. Hanson, B.S., University of Min- 
nesota Library School, 1930. 

Leah N. Wood, B.S., University of Minne- 
sota Library School, 1930. 

Mt. Pleasant— Wesleyan College — Mrs. 
Florence MecKibbon, librarian since 1917, has 
tendered her resignation. Before taking the 
position at Wesleyan College Mrs. MeKibbon 
was librarian of the Mt. Pleasant library 
from 1906 to 1917. 

Mason City—A list of 25 questions was 
used in a library membership contest during 
March in which over 100 rural children took 
part, most of whom answered the questions 
correctly. To these were given a student 
membership card in the library. 

- A new branch has been opened at Ply- 
mouth. Alma Davis will have charge. The 
branch will be open each Saturday afternoon. 


Mt. Vernon—Cornell College—May Fair- 
banks, who has served the college students 
through the library for 38 years, will retire 
from active service June Ist. She has pre- 
sided over the library in three homes and 
has seen the collection of books grow from 
9,000 to 60,000 volumes. 

New Hampton—The Community Club and 
Legion have converted the furnace and coal 
room into a Boy Scout’s room with attrac- 
tive furniture and fixtures. It also makes 
an excellent auditorium for general purposes 


‘when so needed. The change cost about 


$180.00. 

Sheldon—Mrs. J. C. Hospers has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board to 
succeed Mrs. John McCandless who has re- 
signed because of ill health. Mrs. McCandless 
has served on the board for 35 years and 
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was elected by the board to honorary mem- 
P- 

Spencer—The library board has accepted 
the resignation of Mrs. O. M. Olds, librarian 
since 1922. Previous to that time she was 
assistant for two years. 

Mrs. Olds will be succeeded by Helen Rex 
of Grinnell, Iowa. Miss Rex is a graduate 
of Grinnell College and Western Reserve 
University Library School, She will begin 
work July Ist. 


Toledo—Miss Luella Varner, member of the 
library board for the last eight years and 
seven years the board’s secretary, has ten- 
dered her resignation. 

The library will conduct a Journey Among 
Books for eight weeks during the summer. 


Waterloo—Myron Arbuckle has been ap- 
pointed to the library board to sueceed Jack- 
son MeCoy, who resigned. 

Dorothy Allen, head of the catalogue de- 

rtment, was married on April 4th to King 

nohoe of Des Moines, where they will make 
their home. 


Whiting—Birdie Sullivan is the new mem- 
ber of the library board and Mrs. Cora Tem- 
pleton the new iibrarian. 


Gifts and Benefits 

Britt—A gift of $168 for the purchase of 
books was recently made to the library by 
the Woman’s Club. 

Lehigh—A gift of one hundred books has 
been made to the library by Sam MeClure 
of Fort Dodge. 

Odebolt—aA donation of $30.00 was recently 
given to the library by the Tuesday Club. 

Oskaloosa—Penn A gift of sixty- 
two rare volumes of the history of the Society 
of Friends has been made to the library by 
John Russell Hayes, head of the Friends 
Historical Library at Swathmore College. 
This increases the Penn College Friends col- 
lection to 750 volumes. 

Avoca, Sheffield, Strawberry Point, and 
West Union report successful plays for the 
benefit of the library and Winthrop a beneiit 
food sale. 


New and Revived Libraries 


Among the places starting new libraries 
are Clermont, Dysart, Hubbard, Rock Valley, 
and Shell Rock. 

Preston and Rockwell report reopening of 
the libraries after a period of inactivity, and 
State Center, a branch of Marshalltown, is 
showing considerable energy in gathering a 
loeal collection of books. 


Deaths 
Nellie Jones—A member of the Sheldon 
Library board since 1909, died before the 
last number of the Quarterly went to press, 
but notice was inadvertently omitted. * 
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Miss Jones had been secretary of ” 
board since 1917. The librarian 
‘*‘Hers was a record of faithful, 
service. She could always be relied ; 
to give generously of her time and si 
whenever needed.’’ 


O. E. Smith of Indianola has been so 
and so closely identified with eduea 
and library work in the state that his death 
during May is felt to be an educational as 
well as a personal loss. In addition, he was 
the father of Blanche Smith, an Iowa jj. 
brarian now connected with Western Reserve 
University and Cleveland College Library 
schools. 


Miss MeCoy, librarian of the Indianola 
Public Library, sends, the following: i 

‘*Mr. Smith was library trustee 1906-1924; 
secretary of the library board from Novem- 
ber 1906-July, 1912; president, July, 1912- 
July, 1918; chairman of Book Committee for 
a few years, and a wonderful advisor at all 
times. He was interested in combining the 
high school and city libraries and dreamed 
dreams of our future, and was always inter 
ested to the last in what we were doing; 3 
fine patron after he left his trusteeship as 
well as during his years of service. We miss 
him greatly.’’ \. 

Mrs. Silas Steele, trustee of the General 
N. B. Baker Library of Sutherland, died on 
April 22nd at the age of 82. Mrs. Steele 
eame to O’Brien county driving from Jeffer- 
son county in a covered wagon and a 
of mules with all their household goods, and 
two pigs and two cows, took up a home 
stead and lived on a farm for fifty years. 

The General N. B. Baker Library was or 
ganized in 1874 and Mrs. Steele was ap 
pointed on the library board in 1916 by Mn 
Woods, founder of, the library, and has sine 
been connected with its interests. By 
will she left $500.00 to the library. 

Resolutions were passed by the 
board at their meeting on May 8th. 


Book and Periodical Exchange 

The Iowa Library Commission 
few volumes of the Atlantic M 
Better Homes and Gardens, Etuae 
Forum, The Golden Book, Nationa 
Geographic, New Republic, School 
Society, and Survey Graphic, to 
away upon request. Address the Se 
tary of the Iowa Library Comm 


Mary Harriet Dunn has a copy 
12th edition of the Dewey L 
Classifaction, in excellent 
that she will sell for $6.00. An 
terested may address Miss Dunn 4 
N. Van Buren Street, Iowa City, 




























































